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viA   

LADELTA  FROJECT  FOR  NEGRO  FARM  TEN \W  FAMILIES  IN  LOUISIANA . 


An  opportunity  for  social  and  economic  secu^.^  £w^.9r.  assured;'  147  Negro 
tenant  families  from  the  Transylvania  area  of  Louisiana  recently,  when 
Farm  Security  Administrator  Will  W.  Alexander 1  allocated  12/024  acres  of 
Government-owned  land  for  the  use  of  thl  LaDelta  Cooperative  Association. 
Many  of  the  association  members  are  former  FSA  rehabilitation  borrowers. 

At  LaDelta,  cooperative  enterprises  started  by  the  association  will  pro- 
vide these  low-income  farmers  with  an  opportunity  for  a  healthful,  well- 
rounded  and  self-maintaining  community  life. 

The  entire  acreage,  which  will  be  leased  by  the  cooperative  for  99  years, 
will  be  sub-leased  in  units  of  approximately  38  acres  each  of  cultivated 
land  to  members  who  will  operate  under  farm  and  home  management  plans 
approved  by  the  association  and  by  FSA  counselors.  Sub-leases  also  pro- 
vide that  crops  shall  be  cooperatively  processed  and  marketed. 

Of  the  147  units  to  be  set  up  at  LaDelta,  19  will  be  located  at  California, 
30  at  Mounds  and  23  at  Fortune  Fork,  all  approximately  10  miles  east  cf 
Tallulah.  The  other  75  farmsteads  will  be  established  on  the  old  Henderson 
Plantation,  10  miles  north  of  Tallulah  on  Highway  65.  All  four  tracts  were 
purchased  from  absentee  landlords. 

Tenant  houses  now  on  the  land  will  be  replaced  as  fast  as  building  operations 
permit  by  model  five-room  homes,  to  cost  about  $1,450  each. 

In  addition  to  the  houses,  each  unit  will  be  supplied  with  a  barn,  poultry 
house,  sanitary  privy,  two  wells  and  all  necessary  fencing.  Drainage  and 
road  improvements  are  planned  for  the  entire  cooperative,  and  all  sources 
of  water  supply  have  been  tested  and  approved  by  the  State  Board  of  Health. 
Community  wood  lots,  pasture  and  roads  will  occupy  the  6,488  acres  remaining 
after  the  farmsteads  have  been  set  up. 

The  cooperative,  organized  under  Louisiana  laws,  will  raise  cotton  as  its 
principal  cash  crop.  The  soil,  which  is  unusually  fertile,  is  also  well 
adapted  to  food  and  feed  crops.  Project  residents  will  be  encouraged  to 
follow  a  "live-at-home"  program,  raising  their  own  fruit,  vegetables,  and 
meat  supplies. 

A  loan  of  §432,920,  which  will  be  made  to  the  association  by  the  Farm  Se- 
curity Administration,  will  cover  the  cost  of  buildings  on  the  new  farm- 
steads, while  a  smaller  loan  will  finance  cooperative  enterprises,  including 
a  cotton  gin,  grist  mill,  repair  shop,  meat  curing  plant,  sweet  potato  house 
and  syrup  mill. 

The  individual  family  farms,  each  of  which  will  be  provided  with  a  full 
sized  garden  tract,  will  be  sub-leased  to  the  occupant  families,  who  will 
themselves  compose  the  cooperative.  Especial  consideration  will  be  given 
to  the  production  of  each  family's  living,  of  a  full  year's  supply  of  food, 
much  of  which  will  be  conserved  under  the  supervision  of  the  home  economist, 
Mrs.  Rachael  Moore,  who  has  already  taken  up  her  duties. 


Livestock  production,  intended  primarily  to  supply  family  subsistence  needs. 
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will  also  supplement  the  cash  income,  as  will  patronage  dividends. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  with  local  physicians  and  the  county  health 
unit  to  provide  medical  attention  and  health  education  for  project  resi- 
dents . 

Education  and  community  facilities  now  being  planned  by  the  Community 
Service  Section  of  the  Farm  Security  Administration  will  afford  opportunity 
for  a  full  community  life  at  LaDelta. 

Control  of  the  association  will  be  vested  in  a  Board  of  Directors  elected 
by  the  general  membership.  Farming  operations  will  be  in  charge  of  a  general 
manager,  who  will  work  under  the  direction  of  the  Board,  assisted  by  two 
farm  supervisors,  a  bookkeeper  and  a  mechanic. 


February  3,  1939. 


